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Beginning with the new economy characterized by informatization, globalization and 
networking, economic globalization shows the tendency of decentralization and integration 
in geography. With the development of transnational production network and global 
financial market, the kind of networking structure develops rapidly and influences many 
aspects of social life. What’s more, it shakes the traditional system of international politics 
which is state-centric, and global governance under a multilayer and networking 
governance system emerges as the times require. Focusing on the actors of global 
governance, the study on how international organization (inter-governmental or 
non-governmental), multinational corporations and other supranational activities play as 
main actors has obtained some achievements in international political science field at the 
present. But mentions and especially theoretical demonstrations of such relation between 
the sub-national actors (such as global cities) and global governance or their status in 
global governance are scattered in relevant literature. Empirical study and systematic 
summary about their main actors’ status remain inadequate. On the basis of the existing 
literature, the essay combs out and sums up the functions of global cities in global 
governance. Furthermore, it presents a typical case of New York City showing the global 
cities’ practices in global governance for empirical validation. The essay tries to carry out a 
comprehensive and in-depth study on the function of global cities as main actors under the 
framework of global governance. 
By sorting out the related theory of actors in IR theory, the essay tries to construct the 
system of global governance, which gives us a basic understanding of the global order. 
Based on Rosenau’s theory of “spheres of authority” (SOAs), the essay explores the actors 
in the global governance system and comes forward the three characters of new actors in 
global governance: norms, operation mechanisms and compliance. 
After a summary of the existing literature, the essay discusses about the definition, 
status and function of the global cities, which leads to theoretical proof of their status as 
actors in global governance. According to the three characters of new actors mentioned 















governance which is independent of sovereign state during the growing city diplomacy; on 
the other hand, the global city network becomes the operation mechanisms of global cities’ 
governance. The global cities can act as the actors in global governance.  
Through the case analysis, the essay emphasizes that the global cities represented by 
New York City have play important roles in the global governance. Their actions evoke 
effective reactions. That is to say, they achieve compliance from target group, which is the 
third character of global governance actors. In conclusion, the global cities can act as the 
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